
     
Th a n k y ou  for  y ou r  su bscr ipt ion  to Rep.  Da n  Hu ber ty 's New slet ter .  If y ou  w ish  to u n su bscr ibe,

plea se u se th e Sa feUn su bscr ibe opt ion  a t  th e bottom  of th is em a il.  

May  27 , 201 9 - SINE DIE

Thank y ou for subscribing to m y  e-newsletter. This is a special Sine Die edition highlighting the
final achiev em ents of the 86th Session.

This afternoon, the Texas House adjourned Sine Die for the 86th Legislativ e Session. this brings
to close a v ery  successful session for public education in Texas. We were able to fully  transform
public school finance into a m uch m ore equitable and efficient sy stem .

I would like to take a quick m inute to thank each of m y  staff m em bers for their hard work and
dedication ov er the last 1 40 day s. To Am y  Peterson, Andrea Sheridan, Casey  Christm an, Jack
Reed, Chandler Skolnick, Lily  Trieu, Laura Villegas, Soren Ettinger DeCou, Kris Maxy m illian,
Hailey  Hollowell, Prav eena Jav v adi and Abby  Caldwell - THANK YOU! This session was only
successful because of y our hard work and dedication.

Below y ou will find inform ation and updates on the three priority  bills of the session, HB 1 , the
Budget; SB 2 , for property  tax reform ; and, of course, HB 3 , for public school finance reform .
Please take a m inute to look ov er the prov ided inform ation and please let us know if y ou hav e
any  questions.

Should y ou hav e questions regarding any thing in this newsletter, please feel free to contact us
directly  using the inform ation prov ided at the bottom  of this em ail.

Sincerely ,

   

Updates from Austin

86th Session: Adjourned Sine Die

The Texas House adjourned Sine Die this
afternoon. I was honored to serv e as the Chair
of the Com m ittee to Notify  the Gov ernor that
we had com pleted our business. Speaker
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Bonnen appointed m e to the position and I am
grateful for the opportunity .

It has been a pleasure working with Gov ernor
Abbott throughout this session. He has been a
true leader and honest cham pion for public
education.

HB 3: Conference Committee Report Adopted

Late Saturday  night, both the Texas House
and Senate adopted the final Conference
Com m ittee Report for HB 3 , effectiv ely
passing transofm rational public school
finance reform  for all Texans.

I want to send a v ery  sincere thank y ou to
m y  conferees for HB 3 . We m ade a really
great team . Each of y ou contributed so
m uch to the success of this legislation and I
am  grateful for y our dedication and
serv ice.

Pictured left to right: Chairm an Dan
Huberty , Vice Chiarm an Diego Bernal,
Rep. Mary  Gonzalez, Rep. Trent Ashby  &

Rep. Ken King

HB 3: The Texas Plan





Governor Abbott: Statement On Passage Of HB 3

Gov ernor Greg Abbott issued the following statem ent after the Texas legislature passed House
Bill 3  to reform  school finance in Texas.
 
"In m y  inaugural address I said that this will be the session we enact historical school finance
reform  by  putting m ore m oney  into the classroom , pay ing our teachers m ore, reducing
recapture and cutting property  taxes. Tonight, without a court order, the legislature did just
that by  passing one of the m ost transform ativ e educational bills in recent Texas history . There
has nev er been a m ore critical tim e to prioritize the needs of our students, and this bill shows
that as leaders of this state, we follow through on our com m itm ent to Texas’ children by  prov ing
greater opportunity  for all.
 
Representativ e Huberty  and Senator Tay lor, in addition to the m em bers of the School Finance
Com m ission, were v ital to House Bill 3 ’s passage. They  worked tirelessly  with the rest of the
legislature to dev elop the innov ativ e and dy nam ic ideas that will benefit Texas students for
decades to com e. Finally , this would not hav e been possible without the collaboration and hard
work of Lt. Gov ernor Patrick and Speaker Bonnen, who brought their cham bers together in a
bipartisan fashion to shepherd this bill through the legislativ e process. I look forward to signing



this bill into law and creating a brighter future for ev ery  child in Texas."

HB 1: The Texas Budget

EDUCATION & PROPERTY TAX RELIEF
$5 billion in property  tax relief
$4.5 billion for transform ational education reform s
$2 billion for dy nam ic teacher com pensation
$500 m illion in increased form ula funds for all
higher education institutions
$21 9m  for v arious special education program s to com ply  with federal m aintenance of
financial support
$80 m illion to m aintain TEXAS Grants

SCHOOL SAFETY
$200 m illion for school safety  im prov em ents including building renov ations, added
security  personnel and technology , em ergency  response training and m ore
$1 0.93  m illion to Santa Fe ISD for im prov em ents in response to the school shooting

RETIRED TEACHERS
$589 m illion to TRS to prov ide retired teachers with a $2,000 1 3 th check on av erage
$524 m illion to m ake TRS stable and solv ent
$23 0.8 m illion to cov er shortfalls and ensure retired teachers' healthcare prem ium s do
not increase

HURRICANE HARVEY & DISASTER PREPAREDNESS
Ov er $2 billion from  the Econom ic Stabilization Fund (ESF) to the Gov ernor's office for
disaster grants, the Flood Infrastructure Fund, school districts, higher education
institutions, the General Land Office, Soil and Water Conserv ation Board and Texas Parks
and Wildlife for Hurricane Harv ey  related expenditures
$63 8 m illion for local m atching funds for FEMA Hazard Mitigation and Public Assistance
grants related to Hurricane Harv ey  dam age
$47  m illion for state flood risk m apping at the Water Dev elopm ent Board

SEXUAL ASSAULT & HUMAN TRAFFICKING PREVENTION
$56.6 m illion to elim inate the rape kit backlog and increase crim e lab capacity
$8.6 m illion for rape crisis centers and sexual assault nurse exam iners to the Office of the
Attorney  General
$27 .8 m illion for hum an and child sex trafficking inv estigativ e squads, antigang squads,
and regional hum an trafficking inv estigativ e squads at the Departm ent of Public Safety
(DPS)
$5.5 m illion for anti hum an trafficking enforcem ent unit at the Texas Alcoholic Bev erage
Com m ission (TABC)
$3 .4 m illion for the expansion of the Hum an Trafficking Prev ention section at the Office
of the Attorney  General
$1 .5 m illion for the creation of a Hum an Trafficking Team  and to increase inspections of
establishm ents with a high risk for hum an trafficking at the Texas Departm ent of
Licensing and Regulation

BORDER SECURITY
Maintains the 1 8-1 9 lev els of funding for Border Security  Efforts
$5 m illion from  the ESF to Texas Parks and Wildlife for equipm ent to im prov e gam e
wardens' com m unication statewide
$7 .5 m illion to DPS for Operation Draw Bridge Cam eras and 4 analy sts for the
Transnational Intelligence Center
$1 .7  m illion in grants for border prosecution, border zone fire departm ents and econom ic
dev elopm ent

HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES & MENTAL HEALTH
Cov ers shortfalls in Medicaid, foster care, wom en's health, state hospitals, state supported
liv ing centers, and correctional m anaged health care
24.3 % increase in wom en's health funding ov er 1 8-1 9 lev els
$86 m illion in rate increases for com m unity  care and Intellectual and Dev elopm ental
Disability  (IDD) prov iders, pediatric hom e therapists, and pediatric priv ate duty  nursing
$48 m illion for rate increases and cost growth for Early  Childhood Interv ention.
$1 1 .7  m illion for salary  increases to hire and retain Adult Protectiv e Serv ices workers
Supports Com m unity  Based Care expansion for foster care
$7 .7  billion for behav ioral health and substance abuse serv ices
Alm ost $8m  to the Departm ent of State Health Serv ices to include testing for X-ALD
(adrenoleukody strophy ) in newborn screening



DRIVER'S LICENSE PROGRAM
$21 0 m illion for the driv er's license program  to reduce wait tim es, im prov e custom er serv ice,
hire new em ploy ees, and add three additional driv er's license offices

TRANSPORTATION
$6.1  billion to TxDOT for non-tolled highway  construction
$86 m illion to TxDOT for building, construction, and deferred m aintenance

NATURAL RESOURCES
Fully  appropriates the sporting goods sales tax to the Texas Parks and Wildlife Departm ent
(94%) and the Texas Historical Com m ission (6%)
Prov ides additional pipeline inspectors and m ore resources for abandoned well-plugging at
the Railroad Com m ission

MISC.
$25 m illion from  the ESF to the Texas Historical Com m ission for Courthouse Preserv ation
Grants to repair and restore county  courthouses throughout Texas

N ote: th is su m m ary  inclu des select h igh l igh ts from  h ou se bi l l  1 and Senate bi l l  500, and is not com preh ensive.

SB 2: The Texas Property Tax Reform &
Transparency Act



Increases Transparency For Taxpayers:
Giv es taxpay ers the tools to m ake inform ed decisions about their property  taxes
Im prov es com m unication between taxing units and taxpay ers
Adds real-tim e tax notices that allow taxpay ers to tim ely  engage in the rate-setting
process
Inform s taxpay ers who has proposed a rate increase, by  how m uch, and when and where
to protest
Prov ides an online form  for taxpay ers to com m unicate their position on proposed rates
and subm it it to the appropriate taxing unit
Increases financial disclosures from  taxing units
Expands opportunities to protest or appeal appraisal v alues
Requires notices from  appraisal districts to be issued electronically

Empowers Voters
Em powers v oters to authorize higher property  tax rates
Elim inates burdensom e requirem ents that force v oters to gather signatures to petition for
an election
Autom atically  triggers a Nov em ber election when taxes are raised abov e the v oter
approv al rate
Ensures taxing units that exceed the v oter approv al rate are equipped to m eet the
Nov em ber election date deadline

This legislation prov ides property  tax reform , and works with the Texas plan for school finance to
prov ide up to $5 billion in property  tax relief.

The Texas Property Tax Reform & Transparency Act:
Fosters collaboration between taxpay ers & gov ernm ent in budgeting for their com m unity
Protects property  owners from  seeing their property  v alue increase when protesting at
the appraisal rev iew board lev el
Slows rate growth by  lowering the v oter approv al rate from  8% to 3 .5% for m ost taxing
units
Encourages fiscal responsibility  by  allowing units that stay  under the v oter approv al rate
to use the unused am ount to raise the rate within 3  y ears
Im prov es effectiv eness & efficiency  by  creating a Property  Tax Adv isory  Board to m ake
ongoing recom m endations to im prov e the property  tax sy stem



Governor Abbott: Statement of Passage of SB 2

Gov ernor Greg Abbott issued the following statem ent after the Texas legislature passed Senate
Bill 2  to reform  property  taxes in Texas.
 
"For far too long, Texans hav e seen their property  taxes sky rocket as they  are reduced to tenants
of their own land. Tonight, the Texas legislature took a m eaningful step in reinforcing priv ate
property  rights by  reining in the power of local taxing entities, prov iding m ore transparency  to
the property  tax process, and enacting long awaited appraisal reform s.
 
I thank the leadership in both the House and Senate for their work on behalf of Texas taxpay ers.
As Gov ernor, I look forward to signing this bill into law for all Texans to ensure the Lone Star
State rem ains the best place to liv e, work, and raise a fam ily ."

Military Heroes Honored at
Texas Fallen Heroes Memorial Ceremony

Gov ernor Greg Abbott deliv ered
rem arks at the Texas
Legislature's Fallen Heroes
Mem orial Cerem ony  at the
State Capitol. The Gov ernor
recognized the fiv e Texans who
lost their liv es serv ing in the
United States Arm ed Forces
since 201 7 , and honored all
those who hav e died in m ilitary
serv ice since the founding of
our nation.
 
"It is our duty  to honor those
that died in serv ice to this great
nation and sacrificed
ev ery thing to keep us free," said
Gov ernor Abbott. "Our fallen
m ilitary  heroes were m ore than rem arkable soldiers. They  were sons and daughters, m others
and fathers, siblings, friends, and m em bers of our com m unities. May  we use today  and ev ery day
as an opportunity  to rem em ber our fallen heroes."
 
The following heroes were honored in this y ear's cerem ony :
 
Army Master Sgt. Jonathan Dunbar of Austin, TX died in an im prov ised explosiv e dev ice
(IED) attack in Sy ria in March 201 8.



 
Army Sgt. Cameron Meddock of Spearm an, TX died in a sm all-arm s fire in Afghanistan in
January  201 9.
 
Army Specialist  Alexander Missildine of Ty ler, TX died in an IED attack in Iraq in October
201 7 .
 
Army Chief Warrant Officer 2 Lee M. Smith  of Arlington, TX died in a non-com bat incident
in Iraq in Nov em ber 201 7 .
 
Army Sgt. Allen Levi Stigler Jr. of Arlington, TX died while engaged in com bat operations in
Iraq in August 201 7 . 

Rep. Huberty's Legislative Agenda

To see a list of Rep. Huberty 's filed legislation, click here.

HJR 3  - Proposing a constitutional am endm ent to prov ide funding for the cost of m aintaining
and operating the public school sy stem  and to reduce school district ad v alorem  tax rates
through an increase in the state sales and use tax rate.

HJR 1 21  - Proposing a constitutional am endm ent allowing increased distributions to the
av ailable school fund.

HB 3  - Relating to public school finance and public education.

HB 7 6 - Relating to cardiac assessm ents of high school participants in extracurricular athletic
activ ities sponsored or sanctioned by  the Univ ersity  Interscholastic League.

HB 7 3 4 - Relating to the carry ing of concealed or holstered handguns by  certain handgun license
holders attending a m eeting of the board of trustees of a school district or the gov erning body  of
an open-enrollm ent charter school.

HB 7 66 - Relating to exem ptions for disabled peace officers and fire fighters from  pay m ent of
tuition and fees at public institutions of higher education.

HB 7 91  - Relating to the definition of v olunteer fire departm ent for purposes of certain m otor fuel
tax exem ptions.

HB 802 - Relating to v oting rights and eligibility  for office of residents of certain districts subject
to a strategic partnership agreem ent.

HB 81 3  - Relating to m oney  used by  counties that participate in the low-incom e v ehicle repair
assistance, retrofit, and accelerated v ehicle retirem ent program .

HB 83 1  - Relating to the residency  requirem ent to be eligible for public office.

HB 851  - Relating to the use of indiv idual graduation com m ittees and other alternativ e m ethods
to satisfy  certain public high school graduation requirem ents.

HB 907  - Relating to the penalty  for failure to register certain aggregate production operations
with the Texas Com m ission on Env ironm ental Quality .

HB 908 - Relating to the regulation of aggregate production operation by  the Texas Com m ission
on Env ironm ental Quality ; increasing an adm inistrativ e penalty .

HB 909 - Relating to best m anagem ent practices for aggregate production operations.

HB 91 1  - Relating to the creation and functions of the Lake Houston Watershed Com m ission.

HB 1 652 -Relating to the public resale by  m eans of a public auction using online bidding and sale
of property  purchased by  a taxing unit at an ad v alorem  tax sale.

HB 1 67 1  - Relating to water quality  protection areas.

HB 1 7 25 - Relating to retired m em bers of the Texas State Guard.

HB 27 95 - Relating to a one-tim e supplem ental annuity  pay m ent to certain retirees and
beneficiaries of the Teacher Retirem ent Sy stem  of Texas.

HB 2961  - Relating to an allotm ent under the foundation school program  for students with
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dy slexia or related disorders.

HB 2983  - Relating to the adm inistration to public school students in certain grades of state-
adm inistered assessm ent instrum ents.

HB 3 599 - Relating to certain increases in benefits under the firefighters' relief and retirem ent
fund in certain m unicipalities.

HB 3 904 - Relating to public school accountability , including certain assessm ent requirem ents,
perform ance standards, and sanctions, including sanctions affecting educator contracts, and to
prov iding alternativ e m ethods to satisfy  certain public high school graduation requirem ents.

HB 3 906 - Relating to the adoption and adm inistration of assessm ent instrum ents used to assess
the perform ance of public school students.

HB 3 91 3  - Relating to an exception from  required disclosure under the public inform ation law for
certain personal inform ation obtained by  certain flood control districts.

HB 3 967  - Relating to access to certain health inform ation of public school students during an
em ergency  ev acuation.

HB 43 3 4 - Relating to the creation of the office of inspector general at the Texas Education
Agency  to inv estigate the adm inistration of public education.

HB 43 3 5 -Relating to the assessm ent and collection of ad v alorem  taxes im posed by  a school
district.

HB 461 1  - Relating to certain distributions to the av ailable school fund.

HB 4621  - Relating to the im position of sales and use taxes and the allocation of certain rev enue
from  sales and use taxes to school district property  tax relief and public education; authorizing
the im position of a tax.

Constituent Resources

Need Assistance?

Our office is alway s ready  to assist y ou. Call or em ail us and we will do our best to help. Many
State Agencies also hav e hotlines or citizen assistance offices to assist y ou. That contact
inform ation is av ailable at this link, in alphabetical order: 

http://www.lrl.texas.gov /genInfo/stateAgencies.cfm

Live Updates

All of the relev ant inform ation our office has gathered during the week will be posted to our
Facebook page. By  "liking" us, y ou will stay  up-to-date about im portant m atters across the state
that affect y ou and y our fam ily . Click below to find our page.
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